
Audio Script

Teacher (T): Now, class … Can you tell me who was the first European to arrive in America? Well, Adam? Barbara? Who can remember? Yes, Luke … 

Luke (L): I guess … it was Christopher Columbus. He was the first. 

(T): OK. When did he arrive in America? Do you remember? Gina? 

Gina (G): Erm … 1492? 

(T): Correct. This is actually what many people believe. But have you ever thought that somebody discovered America before Christopher Columbus? For example, a group of monks from Ireland? 

Adam (A): What do you mean? 

(T): Well, according to the legend, around the year 600 AD a group of eighteen Irish monks set off on a journey into the unknown Atlantic Ocean. They had a leader, Saint Brendan. They sailed in a leather boat similar to the ones fishermen use today in Ireland. Their journey was long and exhausting. They travelled for seven years, and faced all sorts of dangers at sea. When they reached the land, they called it Land Promised to the Saints. They also gave names to a lot of places they visited. 

Barbara (B): Can I ask a question? 

(T): Certainly, Barbara. 

(B): It’s very interesting, but how can we be sure that it is true? 

(T): Good point. First of all, as I said, it is a legend. But many European explorers and map-makers took the legend very seriously. You see, a lot of early maps use names which first appeared in the Irish story. Even Columbus knew of it – it was one of the things that inspired him to look for a land beyond the Atlantic. In 1970, a few people from Ireland tried to find out if crossing the Atlantic in a leather boat was possible and if the places in the story really existed. They studied the details of the monks’ journey, took the same route and found that the islands in the Atlantic from the story were there. 

(L): What about the leather boat? 

(T): Well, the boat wasn’t very comfortable and it made the journey even more difficult. The sailors faced many dangers – icebergs, volcanoes, various sea creatures. But they managed to land in North America in 1976. It was in May. So we can assume that the leather boat wasn’t that bad. Do you agree, Gina? 

(G): I don’t know. I’m not fully convinced. 

(T): Well, of course, there is no historical proof that Saint Brendan really discovered America. But this group of Irishmen proved to the world that it is very probable. 

(adapted from The World of English)
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